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MARINE CORPS LEAGUE
MELVIN M. SMITH DETACHMENT #586
MCL AUXILIARY UNIT #305
JIM CHAMBERLAIN POUND #185
SPOKANE, WA

November, 2011
Editor: Randy Ott “Otter”

COMMANDANT’S CORNER

I want to thank you all for your incredible support
since I've stepped into the Commandant’s Shoes. Our
meetings are fuller and our events have been busier.
We've recently added four new members to our roster.
Please help me welcome them: TJ Morgan, Troy LaPi-
ene, Bill Bean and Tom Quinn. They were sworn-in at
our October meeting. Stay tuned for their profile to
show up in the Newsletter.

Please continue your support of our many events. If
you haven’t made it to an event, please consider
showing up at the 236th Marine Corps Birthday Ball.
The “P” Battery Staff has invited every Marine &
Corpsman to share in the Ceremony and tradition. This
is free to attend. If you want dinner, well then you
have to pay. Worth the price to hang out with a bunch
of Marines celebrating their birthday.

Semper Fi!
Hank Melanson
509-385-2726




Greetings from our Senior Vice Commandant
Gueetings Marines, Corpsmen & Ussaciates,

We will continue to collect aluminum for cur welief
fund. Manny Esparza is on the noth side of tawn and
J am in the Valley. You can biing them to the meeting
o1 mafke contact with either of us to get the cans callected
and casted in.
Jhank you fer your support at cur recent SOS Break-
fast an Oct. 15th. Jt was a hearty success! We will de
it again in November as a Buunch.
Doc has volunteewed to cock some incredible Pulled
Ferk Sandwiches. Den’t be shy, spread the word and
invite your friends. We encourage your families te join
ws. U hearty Semper Fi!
Fat Rowand
S Vice
590-7547

“Once a Marine

Always a Marine”

Auxiliary News Update...

Please encourage your wife to contact the Auxiliary because they
are a great group of ladies and would love to have her join the
fun. Any questions can be directed to:

Lori Ott

Jr. Vice President

MCLA Unit #305

509-998-9030

otterpops.ott@gmail.com

Auxiliary News ...continued...

It was passed at the October meeting that our Auxiliary has
been busy donating and sending care packages to our deployed
service men & women. Way to go!

They are continuing this work and bringing it home by donating
hats & gloves to the VA nursing unit and Christmas bags for our
local Veterans. The Detachment is also helping them by donating
$300 to their cause.
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VA Bingo, is held every 2"
Wednesday of the month at

1900. Come join the fun! Our %j
Veterans love the fun and
company. Next session is Oct

12th.

Members Celebrating Birthdays in November

JOSEPH BOWMAN TERRY BUSH
WILLIAM JOBB FRED MITCHELL
MIKE O'FLAHERTY RICHARD SANGER
ALAN SIGUAW JERRY WINTERS

Congratulations Marines!

22

BRUNCH in November!

When: 10:00 to 1:00, Saturday, Nov 19th

Where: VFW Post 51, 300 W. Mission Ave.

What: USMC S.O.S., or Pancakes,
Scrambled Eggs, Bacon, or Sausage,
Hash browns, Coffee, Milk & OJ
NEW ITEM: PULLED PORK SANDWICHES
With a dessert to wash it all down.

Cost: $7.00 per person (Small price change)
Kids under 12 are $5.00

Please come join us!
Enjoy some good times
and okay cooking!

Open to the Public

The website has had some contact info changes and addi-
tions to a few new items. Please check it out...

www.mclspokane.com

Respectfully submitted,
Jim Brown

Jr. Vice Commandant

(509) 599-3456
maestrosemperfi@gmail .com



From the guy in the back of the room...
Our Jr. Past Commandant

I have few regrets in life. Some of my proudest moments were as
a Marine. I went to MCRD San Diego almost 50 years ago and for
much of those 49 years I have looked forward to meeting a Ma-
rine I shared an experience with in Boot Camp, Camp Pendleton,
Okinawa, or Vietnam. Unfortunately, Vietnam was very cruel to
my generation of Marines. After Doug Shurtleff was so successful
in contacting Boot Camp Buddies, I started trying to contact old
friends. I enlisted in Seattle with a guy from Walla Walla, 2 from
Oregon and me from Waitsburg. I googled their names and the
only one that responded was a Marine that got a commission,
stayed in and retired as a COL and made it clear he didn’t want
to be contacted any further.

Last week, I met a Marine Corps Leaguer from Pappy Boyington
that I was not familiar with. He asked me where I went to Boot
Camp and when. When I told him I started 29 May 62 at San Die-
go, his eyes lit up. What battalion did you go through? “First” I
answered. Who were your Drill Instructors? I told him. He was
grinning from ear to ear. “I'm Senico Varela, I went through DI
school with your Jr DIs and my first platoon was one of the other
platoons in your series!” How about that? He probably dropped
me for pushups for straggling to chow or some such infraction. It
was a real treat to meet him. Semper FI! Happy Birthday Marines!
Happy Thanksgiving to all. We will be . :

eating Arizona turkey. & -

Semper Fidelis!
Jim Bennett

KETZPF 509-701-3829

EVENTS IN DECEMBER 2011
1Toys for Tots Campaign Starts
2

3
4
5
6

7
8 MCL/MCLA Meeting at 7pm VFW Post 51

9 SPAGHETTI DINNER 16:30-20:00 $7.00 PLUS RAFFLE/
AUCTIONS FOR TOYS FOR TOTS

10 WREATHS @ VET’S CEMETERY IN MEDICAL
LAKE 12:00

11

12

13

14 VA Bingo @ 19:00 VA Nursing Unit
15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25 Christmas

26

28

29

30

31New Year’s Eve
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EVENTS IN NOVEMBER 2011

Happy Birthday
U.S. Marine Corps

BINGO @ VA 19:00
0 USMC 236th Birthday
MCL/MCLA @ 19:00 with cake and ice cream
11 Veterans’ Day in the Arena at 10:00, lunch to follow at
VEW 51
12 MODD Growl @ Perkins on N. Division 08:00-10:00
USMC Birthday Ball at the Dbl Tree Downtown 17:30
until ??? Happy Birthday Marines!!!
13 Recovery Day!!!
14
15
16
17
18
19 USMC Brunch @ 10:00-13:00 $7.00 SOS breakfast and
Pulled pork sandwiches. Open to Public
20
21
22
23
24 Happy Thanksgiving!!!
25
26
27
28
29
30
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From the desk of Doug,

The shooting team has completed their first attempt at the
range. Our shooters did a pretty good job considering their
time away from the rifle, but once they got zeroed in, the X-
ring took a beating. If you want to shoot in the MCL postal
rifle match next year, now is the time to prepare.

I was honored to present our Chaplain Bill Town with the
Chapel of Four Chaplains award at the last meeting. Bill is a
dedicated Marine and has put in more hours than most of the
Detachment combined. He and Ted Siekerman are to be com-
mended on their volunteer efforts, as are Jim Bennett, Walt
Mabe and Mike O’Flaherty. If I missed your name, please for-
give me. We are trying to track everyone that volunteers so
that you are properly recognized for your efforts.

From the sounds of it, this year’s Toys for Tots Campaign is
going to be a new experience for a lot of us. Please be patient
as the Battery is pulling double and triple duty during this time
of the year. We will hold the fort down and continue to sup-
port them whole-heartedly.

Your thought for the month: “We are completely surrounded!
That simplifies things, now we can fire in all directions and
still kill the bastards!” Lt. Gen. Chesty Puller.

Semper Fi,
Doug
Phone (509) 328-5837




VOLUNTEERS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME AT
DETACHMENT EVENTS. PLEASE COME JOIN
US & SHARE IN THE FUN. ©

KEY VOLUNTEER COORDINATORS ARE:

Doug Shurtleff, Jim Brown, Dennis Dressler, Jim Ben-
nett, Hank Melanson, Pat Rowand or Randy Ott. Just
call one of them to find out what’s happening.

If you are at the VAMC, say howdy to Mike O’Flaherty,
Renee Weimer, Stacia Keiffer & Ted Siekerman.

Dear Marines and Friends,

You and your guests are cordially invited to join with other Marines
in the camaraderie of celebrating the Two Hundred and Thirty-Sixth Anni-
versary of the founding of the United States Marine Corps.

We have secured the renowned Spokane Doubletree City-Center with its
superb reputation for fine food, service and décor. Like Marines, they have
a lot of pride in their reputation. Visit their website for directions and more
information at: www.doubletreel.hilton.com

80 rooms have been blocked at the Doubletree Spokane City-Center at the
Government Rate. Please contact the Doubletree at 1-509-455-9600
and state that you would like to make a reservation as an attendee of the
Marine Corps Birthday Ball.

Additionally, this year’s Guest of Honor will be Colonel Ken Moore.
We are expecting a large number of attendees, so please submit your regis-
tration as soon as possible.

Actual tickets will not be issued as all attendees who return registra-
tion forms will be placed upon an attendance roster for initial check in the
day of the ball. Ensure you place an email address on the confirmation
form, as registration verifications will be sent via email.

Policing the whole damn world since 1775

For any questions please contact Ball Coordinator, Staff Ser-
geant Nelson: (cell) (207) 449-6573 / (office) (509) 327-4216

ext 2 (email) eric.c.nelson@usmc.mil
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UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS
Two Hundred and Thirty Sixth Anniversary
Doubletree Spokane City-Center
Saturday, November 12, 2011

Ticket Prices:

Staff NCOs and Officers: $65 per ticket
NCOs: $60 per ticket
Non-NCOs: $55 per ticket
Civilians: $55 per ticket

*former military will pay prior service rank fee,
“Once a Marine, Always a Marine”

Schedule of Events
1730-1830 Social Hour
1830-1930 Ceremony
1930-2030 Dinner Served
2030-2350 Dancing

This is a formal occasion, therefore the dress code will be coat and
tie, proper Marine Corps Uniform, and ladies should dress
accordingly as well.

Proper Marine Corps Uniform

Field Grade Officers— Evening Dress
Company Grade Officers— Dress Blue “A”
SNCO’s— Evening Dress/Dress Blue “A” or “B”/Service “A”

Sgt & below— Dress Blue “A” or “B”/Service “A”
Marine Corps League — Mess Dress or Red Blazer
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Profile: MSgt Troy LaPiene, new member

Master Sergeant Troy W. LaPiene was born on 26 July 1971 in Middletown, Con-
necticut where he was raised by Arlene LaPiene and the late Norman LaPiene. He
graduated from East Hampton High School in 1990. He joined the United States
Marine Corps on September 10, 1990. Upon graduation from recruit training at
MCRD Parris Island, South Carolina, He attended Marine Combat Training
(MCT) at Camp Geiger, North Carolina. Upon completion of MCT he attended
MOS training as an Amphibious Assault Crewman (1833) at Camp Pendleton,
California.

Following MOS training Private First Class (PFC) LaPiene was assigned to Alpha
Company, 3™ Assault Amphibian Battalion, 1* Marine Division, Camp Pend-
leton, California. Soon after PFC LaPiene would be one of twelve Marines hand
selected from the battalion to serve as a crew chief in Task Force Guadalcanal a
90 day amphibian operation commemorating the Island Hopping Campaign of
World War II. Later Corporal (Cpl) LaPiene deployed with the 13"™ MEU in sup-
port of Battalion Landing Team 1/9. Where he would participate in Operation
Continued Hope, Show Care, and Show more Care Somalia. Soon after returning
Sergeant LaPiene deployed overseas again as a part of the Unit Deployment Pro-
gram to Combat Assault Battalion, 3" Marine Division, Okinawa, Japan. Upon
return Sergeant LaPiene was transferred to headquarters and Service Company as
the Assistant Battalion Substance Abuse Control Officer.

In 1998, Staff Sergeant (SSgt) LaPiene received orders to Recruiting School at
MCRD San Diego, California. Staff Sergeant LaPiene was assigned to Recruiting
Station (RS) Dallas, Texas, Recruiting Sub Station (RSS) Garland, Permanent
Contact Station (PCS) Greenville.

In 2001, SSgt LaPiene reported back to Alpha Company, 3rd Assault Amphibian
Battalion, 1* Marine Division, Camp Pendleton, California for duty as a Section
Leader. SSgt LaPiene deployed overseas again as a part of the Unit Deployment
Program to Combat Assault Battalion, 3™ Marine Division, Okinawa, Japan.
Where he attached to Landing Force Cooperation Afloat Readiness and Train-
ing (LF CARAT-2002).

Upon returning to 3" Assault Amphibian Battalion, 1* Marine Division, Camp
Pendleton; Gunnery Sergeant (GySgt) LaPiene assumed the duties as Platoon Ser-
geant. He quickly redeployed in January 2003 with Alpha Company, 2™ Platoon,
attaching to Kilo Company, 3" Battalion, 4™ Marines in support of Operations
Enduring Freedom and Iraqi freedom.

Copyright ownership of the Marines' Hymn was vested in the United
States Marine Corps per certificate of registration dated 19 August 1891,
but it is now in the public domain. In 1929, the Commandant of the
Marine Corps authorized the following verses of the Marines' Hymn as
the official version which is below:

"From the Halls of Montezuma
to the Shores of Tripoli,

We fight our country's battles
On the land as on the sea.
First to fight for right and freedom,
And to keep our honor clean,
We are proud to claim the title
of United States Marine.

"Our flag's unfurled to every breeze
From dawn to setting sun;
We have fought in every clime and place

Where we could take a gun.

In the snow of far-off northern lands
And in sunny tropic scenes,

You will find us always on the job

The United States Marines.

"Here's health to you and to our Corps
Which we are proud to serve;
In many a strife we've fought for life
And never lost our nerve.
If the Army and the Navy
Ever look on Heaven's scenes,
They will find the streets are guarded
By United States Marines."

Please tune yourself to sing the Marines’ Hymn at the
236th Birthday Ball in its entirety. You won’t be expected

to sing on key, just do it with gusto! '



MSgt Troy LaPiene (continued)

In March 2005 GySgt LaPiene executed orders Assault Amphibian Schools
Battalion (AAS BN), Camp Pendleton, CA as an AAV Platoon Commander.
In 2005 he was selected to transition to the curriculum development depart-
ment in developing the curriculum to support the Expeditionary Fighting Vehi-
cle. Later Master Sergeant LaPiene would become Curriculum Chief of As-
sault Amphibian Schools Battalion; supervising the management of 8 Pro-
grams of Instruction (POI).

In January 2009, Master Sergeant (MSgt) LaPiene was assigned as the Logis-

(RI e;t E)tot r idgh_t ) M?Li ne Ji 31_ Egge][ S{ hsc&glt_ (":/'35: e][ J itjes Chiielf fog Bravd@osl Qngfss@@nuatfteria@sumfﬁ%@pe?aftlérﬂctﬁédeMl%'inh”e
mZ:t of ear ﬁlr 'ngghi SeEzg?; 'Sgguf Badge_ ertt 'C%id?\ssaultAmpchdblanBatJ[a onnl\§I§gtﬂaP1eneW ideholdbﬁletsasLoglgltf:csI eV

Chief and Operations Chief in Bravo Company, Echo Company, and Head-
quarters and Service Company.

MSgt LaPiene’s decorations include the Navy/Marine Corps Achievement
Medal with Combat V (Gold Star in lieu of 2nd award), Combat Action Rib-
bon, Global War on Terrorism Expeditionary Medal and Marine Corps Good
Conduct Medal (Bronze Star in lieu of 6th award).

T —————]

MSgt LaPiene is married to the former Kristin Stephenson and has a daughter
Hayley and son Nathaniel.

Commandant Hank sighting in on that Chaplain Town receiving his Chapel of Four
elusive Able Target. Chaplains Award from Doug Shurtleff.
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The SOS Breakfast saw another full (I-r) Troy LaPiene, TJ Morgan, Tom Quinn
house of hungry patrons. Won’t you & Bill Bean take their membership oath very
join us on Nov 19th for our Bruch? seriously. Welcome Aboard!
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Melvin M. Smith Detachment Business Meeting Minutes for Oct 13th, 2011
The meetbnguwhs to order by Commandant

Eichi_ﬁ
” |l anson a 19:00. .
The Roll cCall of Officers r eealnddc gt ICaetr aplal@ﬁ“qwncnhésheerb@wecaﬂm&%néiﬁqSl.tlng quite a few

mony was hel d.

Introduction of Dignitaries: Appropri ately held with ti}e feol | o wi
mandants present: Tom LaVigne, Dennis Dr]élggﬁegqo}lrag
Shurtleff, Randy Ott, Jim Bennett, and Dick Jamieson.

were PDD Dennis Dressler, PDD Doug ShurtAﬁ({té‘ofﬂélﬁﬂkseﬁé?g

Introductionof Guests: Ji m Brown and Manny Espar z

a_.in ody
and Tom Quinn. Randy Ott introduced TJ h@»amdtﬁramralrsg&unﬁlfa

Quorum of Board of Trustees (Elected Officers) Present: YES
Application(s) for Membership: Jr . Vice Jim Brown verif.j

ied. ac|11d aﬁ:ceg%
DD214s and applications for the—ifnomrernavﬁg}ﬁrﬁcéaéq your Q\ROF ?
by aws after a vote was taken. Five minSheeW1Hb®$adlymhssedd3yalﬂl.ted

newest members.
Presentation of Life Memberships: None.

Minutes of Previous Meeting: Mi nutes from the Septe mbB@Sp(?ﬁEﬁélb’iSH@nin e
0O accept the minutes
n — :

Il ished and distributed. Moti on t

conded by Dennis Dressler. Motio Carriepg
Correspondence: Randy Ott read a note from Gen
Il ives on the East Coast. Gene-ldorCatadd eh Qg

Coi n. He also read a note from Jack & M

were well taken and thoughts for our dis

Report of Adjutant/Paymaster: A f ul | September report

was turned into the Officers. Bal ance i

heal thy status. Member ship is at 112.

be closed. A new account was established!.
tioned to accept as read. Seconded by Br

Report of Sickness/Distress: Chaplain Town reported o (’r
and their statuses. Bill read the obituary for
passed away'®miht Sepa 1B@&ng struggle with Al zhei mer
sil ence was h e |IReports of Elected Officers: None

Reports of Standing Committees: VAVS—Ch apl ain Town gave an updat e}

VAMC construction and the need for more doctors
our Vet s \WiemhershipF&p.dat es neededAwarls—y ou mov e.

Doug Shurtleff came forward to present the Chape‘

lain Bill Town for his dedication to so many cau
our Chaplain since 1984. Jack Rasmussen was awa

American Legi oNewsRitateGest NWi.e i nfo tur'fled in befor ¢

of the month and GoffeeStop—iL agdt sitrmtpo nertitretd. us
$658. 95. It was a cold couple of days, but the
e n ¢ €alling Committee—N o0 ¢ h an g e Reportsof $peciakCommit-
tees: Funeral Details—N o n o tMensorial Day—N o r e Americanism—
Wor k in progress with Marcus Poulin st

epping for
Hi st Homeless Vets—N o r e NeteransCourt—updat e from t he

Com-

mandant on mentors needed for the court. The cour
r the yBSMgi VieEggiensnseepped forward Cprel &Ray

0
nounce his taking part in the Eagle Scout awar dtheptpnatdhs GDARaradeind995y We will mpsaypud y
20 Carol. Semper Fi!

support f

h
ll\loov e mb kM

Nati onal
tt.
Hufighdcd

VEIY@ICe n e .
looked sharp and the family greatly

from Doug
me mber

Dal | as,

Paul 1Bdlp’cTown
Qh@laﬁq me mb e
489807

Oti oned
me mber s

s doing we , b ut
e_Hamm celebrate the 4th of July by riding in

icers

!
WL

members. Please keep them in your thoughts and drop them a

pres:e

are in
S going
mo -

Hamm. Sh

» 011/ 2012
needs

Ot t o]
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Tidbits from OTTER
OHHRAH! 11!

#| As I have been doing a lot with the MCL

s and school, T want to thank those that have
i stepped forward fo help me with various
endeavors. Jim Brown has taken on the
website and coins. Hank Melanson, Doug
Shurtleff, Mike O'Flaherty and Jerry
Masgai have been running Bingo at the VA quite well. Our break-
fast crew has been incredible.

I hope everyone can join us for the meeting in November as this
is one that actually falls on our Corps' birthday. We will have
cake and ice cream to enjoy. Everyone and their families are in-
vited to share in the camaraderie of the evening. I can't promise
that the Commandant will hold a short meeting, but I'm sure he
consider it.

I'm still waiting to hear from a lot of our members regarding the
"Profile of the Month" page that we started a few months ago.
Please consider sharing a story for all o enjoy. This month is our
newest member, MSgt Troy LaPiene, Retired. Come to the meet-
ing, meet him and the other new members.

We have our busiest part of the year in the next month and a
half. Please consider joining the team and donate your time. I
know you will enjoy yourself.

Respectfully,

"Otter”

509-998-9031
randyottjr@yahoo.com
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Minutes (cont:)

Old Business: Mi ssing I n America Project w
Cemetery on Monday, Sept 12. 62 remai
service. Commandant Mel anson was pres
New Business: Commandant brought forward t

ing Toys for Tots Campaign info from
to this afternoon. A |l ocation has be
they wild/l be assisting us with taking
brought f or'vBairrdt htdhaey 2B3a6l | i nf o. The

to attend even if they don’t want to
but they would |Iike to have a rough i
After some discussion, Marcus Poulin
meetings. Randy Ott motioned to dona
Fire Kids for military families. Seco
Randy motioned to donate $300 to the
VA. Seconded by Dennis Dressler. Moti
idea about the Lt Gen Puller museum a
$210. Tabled for now.

Good of the League: Doug Shurtleff asked for

shooting team that could participate
for details Dave Hamm shared the wo
part of through the VA to give better
har monica for Carol on the night she
and she raised an eyebrow to show her
brought forth a story of a Marine tha
Jim Eggers motioned to donated $200 f
Manny Esparza. Motion carried. Randy
Papa Battery Marines for the Bal/l

Ceremony of Installation of Officers: N/ A.

Announcements: Br eakf ast wi l'latbeVFW\e|Pdosotn 5Q
1000 to 1200 for $6.00. Spaghetti Di
4: Bpm at VFW Post 51.

Closing Ceremony: Appropri at e.

Next Meeting: 1900 on November 10, 2011
and ice cream to"celebrate our 236
Present at Meeting: Members (31)
Respectfully Submitted,

Randy Ottt
Adjutant/ Paym

Br i
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This Month in History

Sel ected November Dates of Mari ne
Hi stori cal Significance

1 November 1983:

300 Marines of the 22d Marine Amphibious Unit staged an asmphmitlhieass a»fid GCGhelhiadaf
Cuban military installations or personnel. 17 Grenadian $ohdi eThewnpertcdpyut be
Cari bbean area and proceeded to Beirut, Lebanon to replace the 24th MAU.

8 November 1990:

President Bush announced that he planned to add more than BDd&, W0 tW.eS.Petrrsa ams
number of Marines in the area would be doubled by the adMEBiraom dcCfallilf oMBF aun iWi s
mont hs, Marine strength in the objective area would increase to nearly 90,000
10 November 1921:

This date marked the first formal commemoration of the birthidaMc CGlfeltlhaen,MaQliCh eo
Section, HQMC, sent a memo to Maj Gen Commandant John A. LejedeétarsdggedMairnget K
to be celebrated throughout the Corps. Accordingly, on 1 NbeilsSt2olr,y ,hK Gemi sLseijoenu n ¢
Corps, and directed that it be read to every command each 10 November.

13 November 1982:

The Vietnam Veterans Memori al, containing the names of mordehitsh ada tle3, adt0 Ot hMea r Mennd
Washington, D.C. The dedication and plaoamg eNathiadn glr eSeeldwetde itto w\irest mpaam tV eotf e raa nnse.e
17 November 1918:

The 4th Marine Brigade, as part of the 2d Division, Ameritchoamghbx Bedigti uonnamy REar
of the American forces occupying a defeated Ger many.

20 November 1943:

The 2d Marine Division, commanded by Major General Julian efev &amtx hhodrasn defd hint
ing which almost 1,000 Marines died, and more than 2,000 were wounded, Maj Gen
24 November 1992:

Marines | owered the flag at Subic Bay, u. sS. Naval Faci ltibtuy,n Republtihe dfactihe tRl
Philippines The withdrawal ended al most a century of U.S. presence in that ne
25 November 1968:

The conclusion of Operation Lancaster || ended 10 mont hs dfhwea scteindamnr ad g ssiercstort hoe
rized zone region. Over 1,800 enemy were killed, 42 captured, and 913 weapons
27 November 1950:

I n a carefully planned assault, eight Chinese Communi st didvusposs, nhh&Kodeat il ac
rine Division. This action |l ed to the successful sout hwaaosat aMa rpioret A r pHsu nagtntaant. k




