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MARINE CORPS LEAGUE
MELVIN M. SMITH DETACHMENT #586
MCL AUXILIARY UNIT #305
JIM CHAMBERLAIN POUND #185

SPOKANE, WA

December, 2011
Edi tor: Randy
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COMMANDANTOS CORNE!

| have just a few words of thanks to all of our mem
bers, families, and friends. A great GQigank You

to all those who have been able to make it out to
our meetings, and the incredible amount of volun-
teers who helped out with the Marine Corps Ball,
the morning brunch at the VFW, Toys For Tots
warehouse and the Salvation Army (Tom's Turkey
Drive), and the month I
as proud of the work that has been done this mont
as | am; and | hope you can all come out and help
out at the Toys for Tots drive this year. God Bless
you All.

Semper Fi!
Hank Melanson
509 -385-2726

Commandant Melanson welcomes aboard Marine TJ Morgan.
Thanking him for stepping up and being a big help. Please conside
coming to our meetings; we had a record 38 members attend
November 6s Cake & I ce Cream So



Greetings from Senior Vice Commandant

Greetings Marines, Corpsmen & Associates,

Thank you for your support at our recent SOS Brunch
on Nov. 19th. It was a hearty success regardless of the
darn snow! We are holding our Annual Toys For Tots
Spaghetti Dinner on the 9th of December from 4:30 til
7:30pm. All you can eat for $7.00. Kids under 12 are
$5. Plus our raffle and silent auction are sure to bring
in the crowds.

Jim Eggers has volunteered to cook some incredible Sp
ghetti again this year.
and invite your friends. We encourage your families to
join us. A hearty Semper Fi!

Raffle items still needed for our big dinner. Please call
me if you want to bring something for the raffle or auc-
ti on. Let s make this a
Pat Rowand
590-7547

(Friday)

$7.00 RAFFLE

($5.00 for (for gifts)
children 12 SILENT
& under)
AUCTION

/4{( W (All proceeds to

/ benefit the
can eat! "Toys For Tots"

Program)

The Melvin M. Smith Detachment invites you to
Join Us!

(VFW, Post 51 ... 300 W. Mission)

Open to the Public/ mmmmm .




VA Bingo, 1is
Wednesday of
1900. Come |
Veterans | ov
company.

Ne xt

18

sSsession

Members Celebrating Birthdays in December

Ann Whitney Norm Sanborn
Rick Freier Bob Greer

Dean Ladd Don Kilgore
Andrew Thew Gordon Habbestad

Congratulations Marines!

VFW Post # 51
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%Pm#m

Adults ........ 87.00 Children 12
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Adulte ........ 87.00 Children 12 goars and wer ......$5.00° ,
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% 300 W Mission . :
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Hello Marines, Corpsmen & Members!

| challenge everyone in the Detachment to sell the two

spaghetti dinner

tickets

newsletter. Whether you come to the dinner or not,
please cut them out and sell them to your family, friends
or neighbors. You can bring the money to the meeting or

the night of the dinner.

Also, we are looking for volunteers

at the T4Ts Ware-

house. Call Pat, me or Hank. Set up is pretty much
complete. Now the hard part, Fill the orders. There are

going to be more now than ever.

Spaghetti

t hat

Respectfully submitted,

Jim Brown (509) 599

- 3456
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From the guy in the backEWENTS INGANUARYN2012

Our Jr. Past Commandant
Christmas greetings Marines!

As | write this, SGT Dakota Meyer has just received his
Medal of Honor. This makes him the first living Marine
recipient since Vietnam. As the wearer of many "l was
there" ribbons, | am interested in the men that had the
courage and guts to act when others did not. | am also
an incurable history buff. Here is a trivia question for
you. Who was the highest decorated hero in WWI?
Pvt John J. Kelley, USMC received 2 MOH and 4 silver
Stars; Cpl John H Pruit (kia) received 2 MOH, 3 Silver
Stars and a Purple Heart: Sgt Louis Cukela, USMC
recieved 2 MOH and 3 Silver Stars: SGT Matej Kocak
(kia) recieved 2 MOH and 2 Silver Stars and a PH: Capt
Eddie Rickenbacker, Army Air Service, received one
MOH and 7 Distinguished Service Crosses; The most
unusual recipient was PVT Charles D. Barger US Army
received one MOH and ten foreign awards for valor.

It was common to have Americans decorated by Euro-
pean countries, after all, we came to their aid. | even
wore a fourragére of the Criox de -
Guerre (cross of war) when |
served in the 2nd Bn 5th Marines.
(awarded by France to the 5 and
6th Marine Regiments.) Now you
know. Have a happy New Year!
Fair winds and Following Seas.

Semper Fidelis!
Jim Bennett
KE7ZPF509-701-3829

1 HAPPY NEW YEAR

OOoOO~NO UL WN

10
11VA Bingo @ 19:00 VA Nursing Unit

12MCL/MCLA Meeting at 19:00 VFW Post 51
13

14BRUNCH @ 10-1:00pm @ VFW Post 51
15

16

17

18

19

20

21IMODD Growl @ 08:00-10:00 Perkins on N. Division
22

23

24

25

26

27

28
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29
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31
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EVENTS IN DECEMBER 2011
1Toys for Tots Campaign Starts

~NOoO ok WwN

8 MCL/MCLA Meeting at 7pm VFW Post 51
9 SPAGHETTI DINNER 16:30-20:00 $7.00 PLUS RAFFLE/
AUCTIONS FOR TOYS FOR TOTS

IOWREATHS @ VET6S CEMETERY I N
12:00

11

12

13

14 VA Bingo @ 19:00 VA Nursing Unit
15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23T4Ts last day of Operations

24

25 Christmas

26

28

29

30

3INew Year 6s E

For
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From the desk of Doug,

By the time this is published we should be in Yuma for the re
of the winter season. If any of you need any of the "real" nea
Marine Corps stuff from the MCAS clothing sales store let mi
know. | will also be going to Camp Pendleton the 1st of Febr
ary for the EXPO (wind permitting) and the cash sales there
much larger. Contact me at the numbers at the end of the ar
cle if you want to purchase anything. Payment on delivery!!!
in April, unless you want to pay shipping for faster delivery.

GOED dttend & brdaldstEalong with Hank, on the 4th of No-
vember and gave a Toys for Tots promotion talk. The group
will be having a breakfast in December to collect toys and
some of the attendees have volunteered to bag toys at the
warehouse to see how the operation works. They are coordi-
nating this through Hank & Randy.

Linda has regained slight movement of her foot and is to see
the Doctor in April when we return. My shoulder is still sore
but I'm getting more motion now. The drive to Yuma will be
the real test.

Your thought for the month (sports)Torrin Polk, University

of Houston football player, on his coach John Jenkins:

"He treats us like men. He lets us wear ear rings."

Semper Fi,
Doug

Our Yuma information:

Cell (509) 9513143;

land line (928) 3446869.
Address 1480 Michelle Lane
Yuma, AZ. 85365



