
 

 

 
This Month in History  

Selected September Dates of Marine Corps  
Historical Significance 

 

 

2 September 1945: The Japanese officially surrendered to the Allies on board the battleship Missouri in Tokyo Bay. With General Holland Smith trans-

ferred home in July 1945, the senior Marine Corps representative at the historic ceremony was LtGen Roy S. Geiger, who had succeeded Smith as Com-

manding General, Fleet Marine Force, Pacific.  

5 September 1956: Eleven Marines from the 9th Marines, 3d Marine Division, stationed near Naha, Okinawa, drowned while swimming, from an undercur-

rent caused by Typhoon Emma. The violent storm, with 140 mph winds, struck the Philippine Islands, Okinawa, Korea, and Japan, causing some 55 deaths 

and millions of dollars in property damage. 

6 September 1983: Two Marines were killed and two were wounded when rockets hit their compound in Beirut, Lebanon. Heavy fighting continued for the 

24th Marine Amphibious Unit peacekeeping force in the area near their positions around the Beirut International Airport.  

8 September 1942: On Guadalcanal, the 1st Raider Battalion and the 1st Parachute Battalion, supported by planes of MAG-23 and two destroyer transports, 

landed east of Tasimboko, advanced west into the rear of Japanese positions, and carried out a successful raid on a Japanese supply base.  

11 September 1992: Hurricane Iniki devastated the island of Kauai in Hawaii in one of the worst storms the islands had seen in over a century. Marines of 

the 1st Marine Brigade based at Kaneohe Bay, spearheaded Operation Garden Sweep, the massive cleanup effort.  

15 September 1950: The 3d Battalion, 5th Marines landed on Wolmi-do Island in Inchon Harbor and secured it prior to the main landing. The 1st Marine 

Division under the command of Major General Oliver P. Smith landed at Inchon and began the Inchon-Seoul campaign.  

16 September 1814: A detachment of Marines under Major Daniel Carmick from the Naval Station at New Orleans, together with an Army detachment, 

destroyed a pirate stronghold at Barataria, on the Island of Grande Terre, near New Orleans.  

18 September 1990: A new 40-acre training facility for Military Operations in Urban Terrain (MOUT) was dedicated at Camp Lejeune, North Carolina, by 

General Alfred M. Gray, Commandant of the Marine Corps.  

20 September 1950: Marines of the 1st Marine Division crossed the Han River along a six-mile beachhead, eight miles northwest of Seoul, Korea. Five 

days later, the 1st and 5th Marines would attack Seoul and the city would be captured by 27 September.  

24 September 1873: One hundred and ninety Marines and seamen from the USS Pensacola and Benicia landed at the Bay of Panama, Columbia, to protect 

the railroad and American lives and property during the revolution.  

27 September 1944: The American flag was raised over Peleliu, Palau Islands, at the 1st Marine Division Command Post. Although the flag raising sym-

bolized that the island was secured, pockets of determined Japanese defenders continued to fight on. As late as 21 April 1947, 27 Japanese holdouts finally 

surrendered to the American naval commander on the scene.  

30 September 1945: Marines of III Amphibious Corps, commanded by Major General Keller E. Rockey, began landing in North China to assist the Chinese 

Nationalist government in accepting the surrender of Japanese forces and repatriating Japanese soldiers and civilians  
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Guest of Honor, Lt. General  

Paxton at the 2011 MCL National 

Convention in Boise ID.   

Tidbits from OTTER  

OHHRAH!!!  
  

I hope all of you got to BBQ a few times 

or even got to the lake. We need you to 

join us at events.  We have a few events 

in September and get to rest a bit in 

October, and then, November...geez talk 

about a busy month.  Please check you 

calendars and consider donating some of your valuable time to 

these events.  

 

In case you missed it, the newsletter looks a bit different this 

month.  I hope you like it.  Iõm open to any comments, sugges-

tions, or even moans.  The website has been updated, but the 

newsletter has been burnt and sacrificed so that we can have a 

really cool way to share our Detachment.  

 

Iõm looking for members to share a story about their time in the 

Corps.  If youõd like to share, please email or snail mail the story 

by the 22nd of the month and Presto...itõs in the newsletter for 

everyone to read.   

 

Respectfully,  

òOtteró 

509 -998 -9031 

randyottjr@yahoo.com  

  

 

This challenge coin has been available as a fund raiser since July.  

To date, weõve sold over 200.  We have more on hand and you can 

get yours for $10.  Please consider buying one to help both caus-

es.  $1.00 goes to the 9/11 fund, and we keep the rest.  

 

PDD Otter & Newly initiated 

PDD Hank enjoyed the week of 

initiation with the Military Order 

of the Devil Dogs.  If you think 

this is fun, you should have been 

there. 

Jim Brown, Randy Ott & Hank Melanson 

having a great time at the MCL National 

Convention.  Join us in Mobile, AL 2012. 
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Sue Douglas & Paul Hammond looking great 

at the Convention.  Everyone had a wonder-

ful week in Boise, ID. 

The Mangy Mongrels of Plt. 3 had a Howl-

ingly Doggone good time.  WOOF! WOOF! 



 

 

Sick List 

Chaplain Town has been busy calling and 

visiting quite a few members.  Please 

keep them in your thoughts and drop 

them a line of encouragement.  

 

The following have been given a break 

from the report for some time, so hereôs 

an updateéDon Crain is feeling better 

most days, but has bad days too.  Art Stelting was the Clayton 

Parade Grand Marshall on Aug 6th.  He is feeling okay with his 

recovery going slow & steady.  Ray Moon has good days and 

bad days.  Hang in there Gunner!  Walt McKee is always on the 

go.  Dave & Carol Hamm are staying busy with their lives.   

Gene Zanck is feeling much better.  Bill Town has gone through 

more skin treatments to knock out his cancer.  Painful thing to go 

through.  Linda Shurtleff continues to go through therapy on her 

knee and greatly appreciates everyoneôs thoughts and well-

wishes.  Bobbie Marks is doing well in recovering from a recent 

procedure. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Paul ñBillò Town 

Chaplain  

489-8407  

FYI Subject: FW: DD FORM 214 -- ADDED SO-

CIAL SECURITY BENEFIT 

DD FORM 214 -- ADDED SOCIAL SECURITY BENEFIT 
(UNCLASSIFIED) Please share this with anyone who's 
had active duty service between January 1957 to 
December 31, 2001 and planning for retirement. In a 
nutshell it boils down to this: 
 
You qualify for a higher social security payment because 
of your Military service, for active duty any time from 
1957 through 2001 (the program was done away with 1 
January 2002). Up to $1200 per year of earnings credit 
credited at time of application - which can make a sub-
stantial difference in social security monthly payments 
upon your retirement. You must bring your DD-214 to the 
Social Security Office and you must ask for this benefit 
to receive it! 
 
Soc Sec website: http://www.ssa.gov/retire2/military.htm  
 
This is something to put in your files for when you apply 
for Social Security down the road.. It is NOT just for retir-
ees, BUT anyone who has served on active duty be-
tween January 1957 to December 31, 2001. 
 
FYI - this benefit is not automatic, you must ask for it! 
We've all been on active duty between 1957 and 2001 or 
know someone who has.  Passing on good information 
for all you military folks when you apply for social securi-
ty. I know this may be too early for some of you to think 
about social security but, keep living and you will reach 
that age.  Also Check out the WEBSITE!! 
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Speaking of birthdays.  òPó Battery has set the date 
for our 236th gala.  Invitations are in the works.  Mark 
your calendars for November 12th, 2011 to be at the 
Double Tree in lovely downtown Spokane.  Prices and 
times will be determined.  The usual attire is ex-
pected.   
 
That is always a busy week for us Marines with our 
birthday and Veteransõ Day and our monthly meeting.  
Please pace yourself. 
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Marine Corps League Minutes for August 11, 2011 
The BBQ was brought to order by Commandant Hank Melanson at 
18:00 by cooking some mean burgers and dogs for the ravenous 
members and their guests.  No business was conducted due to the 
nature of the gathering.  All matters were tabled until September 8th 
when the Det. will gather for our regularly scheduled meeting. 
 
I heard through the grapevine that the burgers were on the lean 
side and the service was its usual best.  We plan on doing more fun 
things like this on our regular nights, so stay tuned for more. 
 
 

VA Bingo, is held every 2nd 
Wednesday of the month at 
1900. Come join the fun! Our 
Veterans love the fun and 
company. Next session is 
Sept 14th. 
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Dear Mom, 

Today, the camp counselor really liked me.  He told me all sorts of colorful 

things about you and Dad, sis and bro.  He said those things as if he truly 

meant them.  Gotta go now, he wants to talk more about my girlfriend and I 

canôt wait. 

     All my Love, 

     Billie John 
 

These pictures are from the MCL National Convention in Boise during the 

opening ceremony, then into the dinner.  The place was packed and busy.  

Everyone had a great time meeting new friends and sharing time with old 

friends.   

Tank crews from 4th Tanks was in Boise competing for the best 

tank crew.  They crew must navigate a firing course with 

ñenemyò everywhere.  Time, precision and endurance play key 

roles in the tankôs success. 



 

 

Members Celebrating Birthdays in September   
 

 Jack Krell      Larry Tanneberg  

 Frank Coghill      Jon Dunne 

 Vern Holter      Gary Heath 

 Grant Deeble     Hanson Harford 

 Morris Clark      Richard Vanhouten 

 Ron Garnes     Mike Brown  

 

 And our  new Associate member, Marcus Poulin 

 

Congratulations Marines! 

New from the Auxiliary and VA BBQs  
 
VA Picnics 
 
The Auxiliary spent the lunch time on Saturday, August 20 cook-
ing & serving our Veterans and their families at the VAMC Nurs-
ing Unit.  We had a blast doing it.  Perhaps you will make it to 
help out.  Weüd love to have you there.  The Auxiliary purchases, 
preps and serves while the MCL burns the...I mean cooks the 
dogs and burgers.  
  
Ship's Store Items  
 
For those who were unable to make it to the Department Au-
gustüs BBQ , the Department Ship's Store will be at the Septem-
ber meeting for your shopping pleasure.  Stop by, I'm sure there 
is something you just can't get along without.  
 
Also, the MCL Quartermaster has some new items as well as 
some donated ones.  All items are available at a great price.  
Not to mention if you need it, we donüt mind ordering it for you.  
Just let us know.   
 
Below are the T -shirts that we have available in sizes: M, L, XL.  
If you need XXL, XXXL or 4XL, then we can special order as 
needed.   
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Breakfast in Sept! 
 

When:  10:00 to 12:00, Saturday, Sept 17th 

 

Where:  VFW Post 51, 300 W. Mission Ave. 

 

What: USMC S.O.S., or Pancakes, 

Scrambled Eggs, Bacon, or Sausage, 

Hash browns, Coffee, Milk & OJ  

 

Cost:  $6.00 per person 

 

Please come join us! 

Enjoy some good times  

and okay cooking! 

 



 

 

VOLUNTEERS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME AT 

DETACHMENT EVENTS. PLEASE COME JOIN 

US & SHARE IN THE FUN. J 
 

KEY VOLUNTEER COORDINATORS ARE: 
Doug Shurtleff, Jim Brown, Dennis Dressler, Jim Ben-

nett, Hank Melanson, Pat Rowand or Randy Ott.  Just 

call one of them to find out whatôs happening.  

 

GET YOUR FLAG READY! 

Please join us in this FLY THE FLAG campaign and PLEASE for-
ward this idea to your friends and family asking them to also 
forward it. We have less than three weeks to get the word out 
all across this great land and into every  community in the Unit-
ed States of America .  
 
THE PROGRAM:  
 
On Sunday, September 11th, 2011, an American flag should be dis-
played outside every home, apartment, office, and store in the 
United States . Every individual should make it their duty to dis-
play an American flag on this tenth anniversary of one our coun-
try's worst tragedies. We do this honor of those who lost their 
lives on 9/11, their families, friends and loved ones who continue 
to endure the pain, and those who today are fighting at home 
and abroad to preserve our cherished freedoms.  
 
In the days, weeks and months following 9/11, our country was 
bathed in American flags as citizens mourned the incredible loss-
es and stood shoulder -to-shoulder against terrorism. Sadly, 
those flags have all but disappeared. Our patriotism pulled us 
through some tough times and it shouldn't take another attack to  
galvanize us in solidarity. Our American flag is the fabric of our 
country and together we can prevail over terrorism of all kinds.  
 
Action Plan:  
 
So, here's what we need you to do ...  
 
Fly an American flag of any size on 9/11. Honestly, Americans 
should fly the flag year -round, but if you don't, then at least 
make it a priority on this day.  
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FREE BREAKFAST!!!  

 

When:  10:00 to 12:00, Saturday, Sept 17th 

Where:  VFW Post 51, 300 W. Mission Ave. 

What: USMC Style S.O.S., or Pancakes, Scrambled Eggs, 

Bacon or Sausage, Hash browns, Coffee, Milk & OJ 

Cost:  Buy 1 @ $6.00 then Get 1 FREE 

 

Bring your spouse or a friend  

 

Please come join us! 

 

Enjoy some good times and okay cooking! 

RSVP Pat Rowand @ 590-7547 by Sept 12th 

 

** OFFER VALID ONLY WITH COUPON **  



 

 

From the desk of Doug 
 

   Here's the update on coffee stops. Three down and one to  

   go, just finished the "extra" that we were "awarded" last  

   year. If you are interested in how much income is gener- 

   ated, come to the meetings and hear the financial report. 

The next stop is September 19, 20 & 21, Sprague Lake eastbound, Monday, 

Tuesday, Wednesday. Supplies are looking pretty good, if you are interest-

ed in donating instead of signing up for a shift we will need coffee (2 cans), 

napkins, tang (large) and a couple of boxes of cookies. I still have a few 

shifts available if you want to join in the fun and visit with some real inter-

esting travelers (and some not so interesting travelers) not many of the lat-

ter though. If you have a few hours available and would like to sign up, call 

me for the shifts still available. The signup sheet will be available at the 

meeting on September 14th also. Had a good turnout of traveling Marines 

at the last one, no Navy Seals or Marine Snipers though. I did meet a junior 

high classmate who I hadn't seen since the eighth grade which was just a 

couple of years ago. 

 

Here is the schedule for next year (2012) so you can plan for the fun well in 

advance. These dates are subject to change prior to the scheduled dates, it 

doesn't happen often though. 

 

June 4 - 7; August 6 & 7; August 20 - 22; all are Sprague Lake eastbound. 

These should be good money makers if people are traveling.  

I did attend the National Convention in Boise for a couple of days, the 

powers to be scheduled it during one of our coffee stops so I came home 

early to have fun. The August 6 & 7 will probably interfere with the Na-

tional Convention next year so plan on the coffee stop or the convention 

which is being held in Mobile, Alabama. The Spokane and CDA Devil 

Dogs who attended and were elevated to PDD will be glad to regale anyone 

who cares to listen about their experiences during the initiation.  

 

Your thought for the month (2): "If it ain't broke fix it till it is." Unknown 

and " Only the laundry knew how scared I was." SSgt Frank Rosynek.  

 

Semper Fi,  

Doug Phone (509) 328-5837  

(I am also using Linda's cell, (509) 951-3143)  

EVENTS IN SEPTEMBER  2011     

1_______________________ 

2_______________________  

3_______________________ 

4_______________________ 

5 Labor Day-BBQ @ VFW 12-3pm $8  

6_______________________ 

7_______________________ 

8MCL/MCLA @ 19:00   

9_______________________ 

10 MODD Growl @ Terryôs on Trent 08:00-10:00 

11 Tenth Anniversary of 9/11/2001 

12_______________________ 

13_______________________ 

14 BINGO @ VA 19:00 

15_______________________ 

16_______________________ 

17 USMC Breakfast @ 10:00-12:00 $6.00 Open to Public 

 & at 14:00 MCLA Tea Party @ VFW 51 

18 Set-up Coffee Stop @  East Bound 22:00 

19 Coffee Stop @  East Bound 

20 Coffee Stop @  East Bound 

21 Coffee Stop @  East Bound  

22_______________________ 

23_______________________ 

24_______________________ 

25_______________________ 

26_______________________ 

27_______________________ 

28_______________________ 

29_______________________ 

30_______________________ 
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EVENTS IN OCTOBER  2011     

1________________________ 

2________________________  

3________________________ 

4________________________ 

5________________________ 

6________________________ 

7________________________ 

8________________________   

9________________________ 

10_______________________  

11_______________________ 

12  BINGO @ VA 19:00 

13  MCL/MCLA @ 19:00 

14  Dept of WA Fall Staff Meeting in Yakima 

15  Dept of WA Fall Staff Meeting in Yakima 

16_______________________ 

17_______________________ 

18_______________________ 

19_______________________ 

20_______________________ 

21_______________________ 

22_______________________ 

23_______________________ 

24_______________________ 

25_______________________ 

26_______________________ 

28_______________________ 

29_______________________ 

30_______________________ 

31_______________________ 
 

 

From the guy in the back of the roomé 
 

Fear  
 

I am that dreadful, blighting thing,  

Like rat holes to the flood. 

Like rust that gnaws the faultless blade, 

Like microbes to the blood.  

 

I know no mercy and no truth, 

The young I blight, the old I slay.  

Regret stalks darkly in my wake, 

And ignominy dogs my way.  

 

Sometimes, in virtuous garb I rove, 

With facile talk of easier way;  

Seducing where I dare not rape,  

Young manhood, from it's honor's sway. 

 

Again, in awesome guise I rush, 

Stupendous, through the ranks of war, 

Turning to water, with my gaze,  

Hearts that, before, no foe could awe. 

 

The maiden who has strayed from right,  

To me must pay the mead of shame. 

The patriot who betrays his trust, 

To me must owe his tarnished name. 

 

I spare no class, nor cult, nor creed, 

My course is endless through the year. 

I bow all heads and break all hearts,  

All owe me homage --  I am FEAR. 

 

General George S Patton Jr 

 

Jim Bennett 

KE7ZPF 

701-3829 
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"These Good Men"  
By Michael Norman   

I now know why men who have been to war yearn to reunite.   
Not to tell stories or look at old pictures. Not to laugh  

or weep. Comrades gather because they long to be with the  
men who once acted their best, men who suffered and  

sacrificed, who were stripped raw, right down to their humanity.  
 

I did not pick these men. They were delivered by fate and  
the US Marine Corps. But I know them in a way I know no  

other men. I have never given anyone such trust. They were  
willing to guard something more precious than my life.  

They would have carried my reputation, the memory of me.  
It was part of the bargain we all made, the reason we were  

so willing to die for one another.  
 

I cannot say where we are headed. Ours are not perfect  
friendships; those are the province of legend and myth.  

A few of my comrades drift far from me now, sending back  
only occasional word. I know that one day even these  
could fall to silence. Some of the men will stay close,  

a couple, perhaps, always at hand.  
 

As long as I have memory, I will think of them all,  
every day. I am sure that when I leave this world, my  

last thought will be of my family and my comrades.  
 

....such good men.     
     

Respectfully submitted,  

Jim Brown  

Jr. Vice Commandant  

(509) 599 - 3456  

maestroSemperFi@q.com  

Our very own Jim Brown (r) got to shake hands with our National Commandant, Vic 

Voltaggio in Boise.  The Melvin M. Smith Det. and Dept. of Washington were very well 

represented by Sue Douglas & Paul Hammond, Jim Brown, Dennis & Sam Dressler, Hank 

Melanson, Doug Shurtleff, Jim & Judi Bennett and Randy Ott. 
3 

mailto:Hank_ink@hotmail.com
mailto:maestrosemperfi@yahoo.com
mailto:fox33at2ndtks@hotmail.com
mailto:paultown1927@q.com
mailto:randyottjr@yahoo.com
mailto:msgrock@hotmail.com


 

 

Auxiliary News Updateé 
 

The Ladies of the Auxiliary are going to have a 

friendly Tea Party on the 17 th  of Sept at 2 pm.  

Please invite your wife to this Grand Event.  They 

serve a mean cup of tea and treats.  This will happen after the 

SOS Breakfast.  No Charge!  Any questions can be directed to:  

Lori Ott  

Jr. Vice President  

MCLA Unit #305  

509 -998 -9030  

otterpops.ott@gmail.com  
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Greetings from our Senior Vice Commandant 

 

Greetings Marines, Corpsmen & Associates, 

We are going to start our SOS Breakfasts again in Sep-

tember. Please mark your calendars accordingly.  Weõd 

love to serve you a great dish and share some time with 

you at the VFW.  A hearty Semper Fi! 

Pat Rowand 

Sr. Vice  

590-7547 
For those who are Commissary eligible the case lot sale at FAFB 

is coming up September 15, 16 & 17.  
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COMMANDANTôS CORNER 
 

It's been a fast moving month and I've enjoyed help-

ing out with many of you. Today riding home from 
working the coffee stop with Ed Thew I realized how 

often the things we do together, end up bringing on a 
good time. You just never know who youôre going to 

meet, and what kind of info their going to share with 
you.. Well It's not like weôre doing hard work beyond 

what we can handle, but the enjoyment of meeting or 
helping people seems to be the things we do best. We 

have a lot coming up for September and I hope to 
spend some time with all of you who come out to help. 

I also want to remind everyone that the VFW is still 
looking for help with the Fair booth in September. I 

want to thank all the members for your support. I un-
derstand that many of you can't make meetings or 

help out at events, but your support is important to 

help our membership stay strong. Maybe, at least in 
time, you will get the opportunity to come out and join 

us at an event or a meeting. Thank You All.  

 

Semper Fi!  
Hank Melanson  
385 -2726  
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